Work with us

WACC has institutional and individual members in 120
countries, organized in eight regional associations.

WACC facilitates a global network on gender and
media - including academic, faith-based and civil society
organizations - for advocacy and research on gender
justice in the media.

As a rights-based organization, WACC works with both faith-
based and secular organizations to promote dialogue and
& i initiatives that advance the cause of communication rights.
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Join us! Support our research, capacity building and
advocacy that enables everyone to communicate fully.
Become a member and get involved!

For more information visit waccglobal.org or
email outreach@waccglobal.org

Download our annual report:
waccglobal.org/who-we-are/our-work/annual-reports

WACC s registered in Canada as a not-for-profit corporation
(43831 1-7) and an incorporated charitable organization (83970
9524 RRO0OI) with its global secretariat at

308 Main St .. Toronto, ON, M4C 4X7, Canada.

WACC is also a UK Registered Charity (296073) and a Company
registered in England and Wales (2082273) with its Registered
Office at 16 Tavistock Crescent, London W1 | [ AR United
Kingdom.
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COMMUNICATION

. —don’t take it
for granted

Many of us live in societies
where there seems to be more
“communication” than ever —
emails, social media, messaging,
smartphones, and ever increasing
digital information capabilities. But
real “communication”, which is essential
to people’s dignity and community, is
constantly under threat.

All people require unfettered access to the information
and knowledge essential to democracy, empowerment,
responsible citizenship and mutual accountability. Everyone
must be able to engage in transparent, informed and
democratic debate.

But in all societies, communication is stifled by:

* vulnerable and marginalized communities denied
access to information and communication

* media monopolies that prevent a diversity of
perspective and opinion

*  censorship or deliberate misinformation

*  misrepresentation, or lack of representation, of groups
or communities in news

* imposition of language and restrictions on use of
indigenous languages.

The World Association for Christian Communication
(WACC) is an international non-governmental
organization that believes communication is key to social
justice and sustainable development.

WACC recognizes communication as an essential part
of our human rights. Communication embodies respect
for the dignity, integrity, equality and freedom of all human
beings and their communities.

What we do

WACC works with all those denied the right to
communicate because of status, identity, or
gender: It advocates full access to information
and communication, and promotes open

and diverse media. WACC strengthens
networks of communicators to advance
peace, understanding and justice.

WACC has supported projects ranging from
community radio to media literacy, digital platforms
to education and advocacy on communication
rights.We aim to build capacity so
communities themselves drive social change.

WACC also works with national and
international organizations engaged in
development to integrate participatory
communication in their approach. WACC
offers training in communication rights and
sustainable development.

WACC promotes gender equality

in media

WACC is at the forefront of promoting
gender equality in media. Since 1995, it has
coordinated the Global Media Monitoring
Project (GMMP), the longest and largest research

and advocacy project on women in the news media. The
GMMP uses participatory media monitoring to uncover
and analyze the portrayal and representation of women
in the news.The latest GMMP in 2015 covered | |4
countries. See whomakesthenews.org

WACC promotes rights-based
communication knowledge and practice

WACC produces Media Development, an international

quarterly journal dedicated to the theory and practice

of communication around the world. Many contributors

write from the perspective of the South, highlighting social

and cultural values, and articulating common concerns

in the search for equality, justice and human dignity in

communication.

WACC's media monitoring methodology has also been
applied to coverage of poverty, migrants and refugees,
peace and conflict, and more.

WACC convenes one-week Communication Rights Schools
to facilitate knowledge exchange among researchers,
practitioners and students. Schools are held in
different regions each year.

Based on the monitoring evidence, WACC and its
partners work with media, government and

non-governmental organizations on journalism
ethics, policies and practices.

WACC is developing a global
Communication Rights Index that broadly
measures communication freedoms and
deficits. The index will also contribute to
a Communication Rights Charter that
can provide a widely accepted reference

point, framework, and advocacy tool for

the promotion and implementation of
communication rights.

WACC empowers marginalized
communities.

WACC partners with faith-based and civil
society organizations that promote the
informed and democratic participation

of their communities in local and national
contexts through citizen media initiatives.

PHOTOS: FRONT PANEL: Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, Paul Jeffrey/ACT Alliance; INSIDE (clockwise from left): A child refugee approaches the border into Croatia near the Serbian village of Berkasovo, Paul Jeffrey/ACT
Alliance; A father and child in the Tamang village of Goljung, in the Rasuwa District of Nepal, one year after the Gorkha earthquake, Paul JeffreyACT Alliance; In the aftermath of Typhoon Hagupit/Ruby, emergency food relief is
being prepared for the remote community Dolores and other hard hit municipalities on the east coast of Samar, M.M. Morsi; OUTER PANEL: UNICEF local representative demonstrates how to efficiently wash one’s hands, before

community’s children attentive eyes in Kakata district, Margibi county, Liberia, as part of Ebola prevention measures, ACT Alliance.




