L 9 “; . ; _ y g ] ‘f\ ;

,” Vo i A |F SR Mg g, “z . ‘ 1 ’
wacct Ml SBRILE N |
taking sides

Building Capacity for Peace Communication
In Nepal

(Chief Guest inaugurating the program by lighting a sacred lamp, Pannos)

Draft Report 2009

A Peace Journalism Campaign

Launched by
Subaltern Forum

in partnership with

WACC

And in collaboration with local media organizations
March 24, 25, 2009, Pokhara, Nepal



Executive Summary
A training program on peace journalism concluded on Wednesday amid more than 45
participants mainly Nepalese journalistsin tourist city Pokhara, Nepal.

Former Chairperson of the House of Representative, Taranath Ranabhat inaugurated the
program by lighting the tradition lamp Panos. Experts of human rights, peace and conflict
studies and senior journalists had presented papers and delivered their ideas on the
program.

The program organized in collaboration and partnership with Western Association of
Christian Communication (WACC), Subaltern Forum, Nepal Press Union, Broadcast
Association of Nepal and some other journalists' associations brought together at least 45
journalists and civil society representatives for afirst-of-its-kind orientation on peace
journalism in Nepal.

At least half adozen of papers/oral presentations were delivered at the program by senior
journalists and experts of human rights and conflict-resolution.

Organized under thetitle “Building Capacity for Peace Communication” the program
was successful to impart basic skills of peace journalism in the local journalists.

The first section was an inaugural and technical session while the second session was
concluding session with deliberation on technical aspects of peace journalism and
discussions among trainees on follow up activities.

The program was participated by senior journalists, rights activists, peace and conflict
experts, professors and academicians.
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Building Capacity for Peace Communication in Nepal

The Organizer

Subaltern Forum, a young and active organization founded by young professionalsin the
field of journalism, media and development, in its two years of working in the field of
conflict transformation and peace building with WACC through media, has found it out
and realized that the Nepali journalists are in dire need of specialized training on peace
journalism, which is sure to contribute to the overall peace process which is ongoing.

Nepali mediais very young. Most of the active journalistsin Nepal started practicing
journalism in the late 1990s, and worked during the critical days of a*“civil war” without
any specialized training on how to work in conflict situation. During the eleven years of
armed insurgency, there was no specia effort made from any side to build the capacity of
journalists to work in conflict and peace issues. Now there are hundreds of journalists
waiting for opportunities to build their capacity in peace journalism. Most vibrant of all
mediaformsin Nepal is broadcast journalism that is FM radio stations, which come first
in the entire South Asia.

As the peace process is progressing, the need of the hour is a special training package on
peace journalism. Subaltern Forum with the support of WACC has proudly launched a
nationwide campaign on peace journalism (which is accompanied or followed up by
other activities such as an online peace magazine, radio features, and discussions among
collaborating organizations including some select trained journalists to evaluate the
performance and plan for future activities) in collaboration with our local partners
namely, SEJ-Nepal, Nepal Press Union, Broadcast Association of Nepal (BAN) and
others.

Background

Nepal stands at a critical point of its
history asit is emerging out of a decade-
long violent war. The peace processis
still in progress. The country is still
characterized by post-war confusions
and violence. Despite a series of peace
agreements and remarkable
developments since the beginning of a
historic peace process in 2006, Nepal
still appearsto bein a state of conflict. It
isstill hard for analysts to claim that the




country isin apost-conflict transition. Nepal ese are yet to regain that lost harmony and
peace, the original sense of being in the Birthplace of Lord Buddha.

What concerns today’ s conscious citizens is whether they will be able to bequeath a
peaceful Nepal to the next generation. The time demands a commitment and constructive
thinking from all responsible citizens, political parties and professionals. What we need at
this critical point isacollective effort to build peace. The message of peace, which entails
motivational elements for harmony, consensus making, negotiation, positive thinking,
conflict resolution and the like, has to reach the conflicting parties and the general public
alike. And it isonly the mediathat can have an easy outreach to all of them.

The media, however, should communicate peace, and not just news. Traditionally, what
we have been doing is communicating news, which has to change according to the need
of the hour. The young Nepali media, which groomed only after the restoration of
democracy in 1990 has to come to terms with the new realties and expectations.

It istime to communicate peace. For that to happen what we need now isabold initiative
to build the local media s capacity for peace communication. That would play akey role
in bringing the peace process alogical end.

To thisend, agroup of young Nepalese journalists and professionals, who have come
together under the common umbrella of Subaltern Forum has been partnering with
WACC to initiate a new learning on peace journalism in Nepal. With the fresh experience
of engagement on a wide range of issues concerning peace and conflict during the past
years, our youth team is proud to jointly launch a series of training programs on peace
journalism to local Nepalese journalists.

The objectives of theinitiative areto build capacity of local journalistsin practicing
peace jour nalism while also disseminating news/infor mation/stories on issues
concer ning peace building accurately. Thisfresh initiative also has an objective to
draw plansfor futureworksto promote peace journalism in Nepal.

We expect to contribute to the success of ongoing overall peace process of Nepal and
create a pool of journalists having skills and knowledge on peace journalism. Thisis also
an effort to professionalize Nepal ese media and to increase understanding of human
rights, democratic values/norms, and civil liberty.

First Phase of “Building Capacity for Peace Communication” concludes successfully
As afirst step toward “Building Capacity for Peace Communication” in Nepal, we have
successfully completed a training program on Peace Journalism in atourist city, Pokhara.
The program was coordinated by Kamal Raj Sigdel, one of the founders of Subaltern
Forum.

The program organized in collaboration with Subaltern Forum, Western Association of
Christian Communication (WACC), Nepal Press Union, Broadcast Association of Nepal



and some other journalists associations brought together at least 45 journalists and civil
society representatives for afirst-of-its-kind orientation on peace journalism in Nepal.

At least half a dozen of papers/oral presentations were delivered at the program by senior
journalists and experts of human rights and conflict-resolution. Journalists who have
worked and are working on conflict hit areas also shared their telling stories among other
fellow journalists.

While the experts taught how to practice peace journalism, leaders of political parties
expressed their commitment to protect journalist and their rights, including the press
freedom and freedom of expression, which are under increasing attack in Nepal these

days.

We expect our well wishers' support, feedback, suggestions and comments on our effort
to establish peace in Nepal through fair reporting.

Objective of the Program

Overall Objective

The overall objective of the program is to help make the peace process successful by
promoting peace journalism in Nepal through capacity building of local journalists.

Specific Objectives

The specific objectives of the program are to build capacity of local journalists in practicing
peace journalism, to disseminate news/information/stoties on issues concerning peace
building accurately and to promote peace journalism in Nepal.

Target Group
The direct beneficiaries are the local journalists and media persons
Theindirect beneficiaries are:
1. All the stakeholders of peace (decision makers, political parties etc)
2. Conflict victims
3. Theloca media
4. The peace-loving Nepali peoplein genera

Output of the Program
e Enhanced capacity of more than 30 journalists on practicing peace journalism
e Increased and accurate coverage of peace and conflict issues in mainstream media
e A team created to select journalists for production of 10 exclusive radio feature
reports on issues pertaining to peace building
e A detailed evaluation of the project impact and plan for future activities for
promotion and institutionalization of peace journalism in Nepal

Outcome
1. Altogether 30 journalists from various parts of the country trained on peace
journalism



2. Increased and accurate coverage of peace-building issues by trained media
persons

Methodology of the Training Program

The program had adopted a pre determined methodol ogy to take ahead the program
meaningfully and to maximize the outcome of the program. The program began with
registration and refreshments and |eading to inauguration.

The key guests of the program delivered their speeches during the inaugural session.
Distinguished Guests from media, human rights, civil society sector were present at the
program. With the formal lighting of Panos the program was inaugurated by chief guest.

The training model was adopted as per the guidelines shown in the manuals of Institute of
War and Peace Reporting. Four technical sessions followed by detailed discussions took
place. While there were sessions where journalists shared their past and present
experience of working in conflict environment there were some commitment speechesin
between by concerned political party leaders with periodic breaks in between.

Methodology for Follow UP activities

A select groups journalist and experts sat together to figure out way forward for making
the peace journalism program full fledged through follow up articles, bulletin and other
radio features. A technical session on why and how of peace journalism was conduced so
asto instruct journalists specific and technical aspects of writing features, producing
radio reports based on the principle of peace journalism. A team under the leadership of
Kamal Ra Sigdel was formed to coordinate the follow up activities of peace journalism.



Technical Session |

Thefirst technical session -- which included a paper on “Reporting on Human Rights
Issues in Post-Conflict Situation” by Achyut Adhikari -- was chaired by Hem Raj Baral,
Chairman of Kashki (Pokhara) Chapter of Nepal Press Union and Executive Member of
Federation of Nepalese Journalists. The session was two hour long along with
discussions. Follow isthe paper presented in the program:

[Paper yet to be compiled, will beincluded in thefinal report]
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The first technical session -- which included a paper by Hom Nath Lamsal, Central
Executive Member of Nepal Press Union -- was chaired by Hem Rg Baral, Chairman of
Kashki (Pokhara) Chapter of Nepal Press Union and Executive Member of Federation of
Nepal ese Journalists. The session had special discussions on current trend of regionalism
and ethno-centralism in Nepal ese journalism due to ongoing ethnic movements across the
country. Follow is the paper presented in the program:
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STTTIUT AT T &1 T AT | AT AT GHITHT THRIHF TRATTHRT AT e T ATFT 57
| Frgehl U AAITHT TAFREET F¥d o TeTewdle ATIET faearg ¥ GHshany fasraes
AT AERT FaATT AATEET TFIA | o T&ThT T T GERTAEE THTTR! BIhel] Ho=HT T
TFSA | THISTHT ATTHT T F32 T&Tar= THHRARID @ {sid T Agd 76 |
BlERIECI]

FEhl AR qAET YU AGLATART U g | AT AGLATH Frgicd U&es AThAl [Ai=rd
IEYAfceRT AT |fedr, TERIAT a1 Yofad ATaqraad Sectad I (eafdqa T qer grgr | a&ar
HATITHT FARHATAH I TAFRESA RR[ HATE FASH A% d¢l Hedd THId &8 | &3
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TETH el HHST 9T FATSTH TfEfeTa= g7 | T&1 &l gged 9elel qHIses AdhicH®
THTE I @Il Tardiges HHTT T | ATGT ATRAT ATH TH GRadT T9 IS |

TE I
TAFIRATRT aH T ‘G THT I AR ggaNT TAFREE MAeie g agqaar qc’ =

g T feafd gvg | g A1 e AT G § gANwSr afe GeheHT URIEH g7 | fhaae
TN IAT ATAee TETATAT &9 TS | HAAd: el T 9 ATH 7T AN | TABRES qi

>
[d [«

T ¥ AT TET TAHT GIST T AT THIT FarSH A0S 7o | IRUTHT: FoATes FHIR g
TG | A FIAT HFRAT T faeiifeiue aer 9 I 9% 6T gHaae a0 e 9 aw@ws,
|

TF A1 GhaH Tl TABREET GOl UadAT ¥ IAENT gEtedd  qiRiediqer qeoafaan
THIH T PN qEIqT &g | AT T TAFREEA  GHIAN qEad g9 ge
RITATATATHAAFO AN [AReR TFI% AERE I &7 | T4l &l g7gHT Ioael Feid Jraaied
TGN AT Aehfeqer TAH! ATUR AR & T | oY FTAT TABREEATS AP TeqFH T Hed
AT a5 |

TEFE AT USATEE UFAG AH o (GGl AIREH AALATHT TAFNES FA FA "eAl
TN 6T THT e | FqaTed GHTER JHITHH GHAAHIS &l gl T AAqA i
g SVg | XA AT Ui THhRA aATeE ] G¥eE a1 Geldsd daesd 9 diecdrsd
HEAT AT FF |

FEHT ATHAT T&T TABREEH GFIFHAT AT T ATSREHT grar | T SATHT IrTeeed ATHAT

TETHT SIS ¥ [T9ETHT AT FHES AT GATITGA Wl FH1 TABRET I hredds; | a8 9i
ATRAT FHIHHT ATTHT FIAF TAEee FHAGUY AecdIu HEe [code | TAFREwH AT

TEAT FAAX TG START v | TAT |IHhT STANT X TAFRESA JoAATEwhl THET 3
RIS T g | 99 IfAtRaT a1 Bhatearaesd STHHRT [0 ol JeavH T 46 |
Tl Jeeedm a9 g TAERAe el 9 geg | geEar faqrer @i fager
TN TFIFHT TEHT TAFREEATS AT JeTl FIRATET T TIAT TI&T B | APIAR =T
[T AT AT GeTANT FHIHHT Whl TARRETATs (dalel T8 PRAE! TH Tl 91
TS B | 375 AT 691 FAeba WGT &l TeAT e ded I Jas |

AT, AT, TAATH JATE ¥ qg TAFNATHT 94 Ifas Feed @ | Arareqr T qudd TR
e FHTER 9 TR Gt AT ARGUHT 7o | a8 &l gaqes U gva,
FAd: HTARES F29 &9 ToA | a8 Al gAATd aRarasd] g%+ JednT q=arsred |
HATT FHTEARHT THATTGHT ST SR qe i TEUHT s | [ddel TN gvg SRl
TH, FHRENT Fersd a1 FHIGTFE [dhed Giod q9UR g FH(ST SeeTAH ATNT TRUH &
qHS | AT YA T FeIwaT @S YT &1 | el a7 i ArqerTehl AT FHERAT T2 T
Jafd FeTUR oM ATHATT FA IRAT AT gAadg T HAa? & QX Iwarll ae1 gare
T AT M TABIAT TRUBT T Alebreg, | TISF TeTpl HATGHT, GIiSd TeTepl aawT a1 g
TeTelTs FERTHT AT §H HEATHl Thclls O<l A Aihrg AT AR dehicqsr THTATAET
SUIET & & G T BT Biead oY §vg a1 fearars graeft amrew afwdr 9 Ay anfe
THAHRAT TR SENS; |

g+ faifdesr e Anifade=

® FHAAAT ggar RUllds THw=rafed e g ¥ § AaLIAdrs AeaA
T 7 I,
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AT FEaqol g9 T TRRTSEITE |

HATRAT JATAATS o e

T el Rdifdgare g5 ¥ 9 Micquar Sadiel Siad gaiad g4 Jardardic
T &G | BT WA AT, B TEEE GAN qeledl g fF qee @ TS
TEAT AT TAACAFHRT ATATE IR T |

AT T F@ TARIRATHT kb

Rl
>

>

AT v qetes, fa=er g T faareesr [auaesesr Qe T grgehl GXAATh! aeH]
N

TETT 9T | T Gl (T gI5 IR I TS, |

fafag @rqare qfte AURT FEAT YATE T T FEAl PR T (HEEEs qdl s "
giaerd, A¥Ela a1 o= fafag geers e FaeaHe atafeg |

TS UG TS BT e | FgHT Goid Fe I T&TehT J=ar 9 Taw ¥ fwat
qf TTET | TS Tedld IUEr HREART ¥ IEWdr Aqes; | G a1 qgeh TAATcHE
[T [HepTerert ART 989 Farsd #iad g7 |

AT G gl G&ATg HIFE SRR TG | d¥ SHIESHN AUST 8/ A&l Tl
JANTHT AT Fleh RIS, |

fear a1 agarg e FferT ATIRERT WIS TS | qg AT AT g anifraer AT TR
e atE T8 |

fgaresT ®RU AHITTE AT AT YEBITHT THT TARcHE JATIAR  ddreiers |
JUIHT IO~ HAMGE GET qIT grad hesHT ATThl AZHR al Taars T
HATITE, [EATH YT FAERA ITART ATHHNT (37 |

FA TE ABTST ATeehl JcAATg ATATHE TR(Gws | THIW ATl JATefaeg Fad

Mg T AT ThTeT ITefaweg |
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e |

» ORI A UETR AT UIAT GHedAls GHIA ¥ Abl FHATS (O30 AATSG | ATRAT T&ls
T AT AN TATSATHT AT TeAd FAAT I e RIS | ATRAT THIFEEb]
SATATAT ATl THATSTE, | HATHAT FAT oAbl TaTelle THATH TTHT T TS, | Tg Fac
fce @ = AT AT 9 e fawg

» ATHA HA ARUH TeTdls AHAFAT HH TWH ARMT AIS, T [AAREART TR
ETAETAaREE 5 THLATH YHE RO &7 FHI ATl TE |

> "eAid giarhar fad AT T g, T [EATcHE geHeT Hied Hgad 9|l aieEves, |

> feare sfew yaraes (@R, wrgd, difqe @t AT gEATEl FHET 949w TE T A"
HATIE |
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ATHAT TEATS BTl T ol AHSTS | el T AT FAATH TIART T FHSATS
FrHa qiEg |

> HATHRAT AdTewel AT STied TITIAT T TS AT FTAdT QY IHTed GRS dT
AT AT | ATRAT (AT ATerigsdls TEHTER! FAT o e |

> oTfed Tl FgfaRTH BT 9 uROT TheATSTE, | Tt AfqameaTs Heed fed | aThr
T fasraafg ot avd g7 9 IO TE | FATSAls [MAeuEl el d3edr
TR T ¥ TT a1 FeAfq @rog | IRUTHAT AT IgehT AT ATaraRsT qar qre |
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Q) ‘I Y IEHT SAH] GAZATE ATIANTF HIIHT ANl TARREEATS 1T
YO T AT § THITH TRATHF ATIRFHT ®IAT g I

() A1 Heralea T Afafeh Al Fdeedrs qRar 98 WH g | Afe Feeed
WTRAT ANTReHT Sfqaderl [aaa g7 Her HTH TAT AT Jg FaTaarare!
Wﬁﬁmﬁma@mﬁaﬁwxm ¥) o SHTCIHIRTE T |
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ARG ST

“TRFREANT FHIfeId JEEEArs AAdrane fgars e

TR T TRPRATE 7 AT I A EH g |

“SATRT AT & TS ATIhR” AT AATSATs ARFR ASTAIqd qAT HBIAAT ARTH!
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SHATETT SSUHT §75 T AT TAdTHl AT GRHRET FTHFRATEAT FAEE el I3
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TR AT GATETH FTH T T AT AD ANADT AIHRA T ST qABTEATT HTH
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T FHREH AATAIEET ARER & SIS a7 T B A FEAUA A= AN heEdTd =]
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Technical Session 111

The first technical session -- which included a paper on Peace Journalism and Post-
Conflict Issues, including Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Reconciliation, and
Rehabilitation by Gangadhar Paragjuli, Vice President and Executive Central Member of
Federation of Nepalese Journalists -- was chaired by Hem Raj Baral, Chairman of Kashki
(Pokhara) Chapter of Nepal Press Union and Executive Member of Federation of

Nepal ese Journalists. The session had special discussions on current trend of regionalism
and ethno-centralism in Nepal ese journalism due to ongoing ethnic movements across the
country. Follow is the paper presented in the program:

g7 [Ullce, IcF (Mo qar Harqdm
ATANT T Frgdiied qaeaqer

FTAHTT (ST © WSAT ARTET 2.3 HHTES, qr@xT

“DfhEs T THEECHITHT &7 AFITE, ATAIGTE, Tl T ATfF @rd shewor ©
FBTSAT G FI=TaTep R0 [fT saear 7 75 &17-Hoi7 @THIE |

GG ATTF TF TIRETT T4 7 37 & T7 fAdl 7917 7 frerararg Flerusr
g -A1Fa7 |

“GF HAE FHGF] Ik T FCAEAE GITHIT [T TP ¥~ &7 7 GIT ¢ Ikw
FH HUFE [A9~ 7 H=Gdl F7H Gid 7 kk ATEAT THHT G HIAGETEIE GIAT
HTEIT & 7 THTH JTHTAT HUTFH TEIES | -FIAHF |

“FF JEI GRICIIT &, SET &k a7 FHE b a7 SHIHeRT Gevaee, Hed HIAAT T
TYIEIS FHIET §e37 -2 |

fata=T fagressr IJeaiad fa=msred o= [q=R 9 S R ATHI arel=eiel AT9THT
T AT YRITST, F9HeE, AT, fedn, e, e = GRS | TT TeEe sl TaNT
St T T affeata aaw faetaer afesrer 79 i

373 FHTSIH ATHS S BT | A1 WHTS 9w e | gdls dHTSee JURaHT
BETSH Aiehad | HAqTer A= TS, 75 WA &1 T Sav w5 &7 |

THAR fqTHhes TrgH, “T8 TH W9 2, Tdo THATS &l GRATITS, | AT FEATE
T STivAehl Jedl AT T AMMAebl T &1 | IAEe Frgebl FHRICHE T THTH
qiad T faaae TFITeT ARl AT faear A, aEdl ORo Ted THI AT
B | JqATs AT TEETal @Akl g | (e |

HpIT fqeaTres gl WU ¥T ¥ AARATHIT GIF &7 d¥ 375 ATHHT @3Te gled
qgr | IHlesd FHTS [aeprd ¥ FUTRUTHT Zegehl Hecaqul JHel 8w 9w ATl
I TS | SHIEEH ATAR g IR AATeETT ged, ASAaE JUTErET gq
FgEed JiaeadT 9f g TIeT ¥ 21 | g AATIHT GHS gRaqqw yfafar 7 gue
qf /I Alehrg, | TAREFT FeIoTal 9T TN SaeTeel et 915 & 21 9+ fagie T
TR AT 3AT IR T AHISE aRadT 9T g T |
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3% ST TH GoARATTHS T & 7

1. AT WA T TG A heATgd TreTes TR T 97 9 o qaqgsd =
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. AGARIEEH! GOl TR TXA T TChTATT FHTATAHT AT FATAIIF HEEE AT g
EEEIEANIE RN T I

3. gl GUIIE IR g Aardh] IeeX0 Ud Fealdedl YIAesdls @rae? [dq T
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Technical Session IV

The fourth technical session was focused more on technical aspects of writing and follow
up activities by journalists on peace journalism. The session which ran on the second day
included a brief instruction by Kamal Raj Sigdel in aclosed group of journalist, which
also formed a committee to collect, edit and publish stories filed by trained journalistsin
the soon to be published bulletein. The session had special discussions on how aradio
feature or a print feature could be more oriented toward peace rather than to commercial
purposes. Centre to the discussion was how to communicate peace rather than news.
Follow isthe paper presented in the program:

Peace Reporting

(The following peace reporting training module was adopted from iwpr.net on
permission)
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Ponder over these points:
e Journalists are not directly involved in the conflicts they cover; they are
simply objective reporters of events.
e Themediaplay akey rolein every conflict, dramatically influencing
events on the ground.
Can the following two statements both be true?
|s one statement more true than the other?

What is the responsibility of ajournalist in aconflict?
(NOTE: conflict does not mean violence necessarily)
Theinitial answer issimple:
e to provide unbiased reporting of the conflict
But isthereality ever so smple?
1: the media never exist in a vacuum or outside a conflict
e thebelligerentsin every conflict set out to deliberately use the mediain
achieving their aims
o eventsinaconflict, especialy aviolent one, are often created to
lure the mediainto inadvertently promoting the gameplan of one
side or the other
EXAMPLE: In Kosovo, Albanian leaders now admit to having attacked Serb patrols
during the war, deliberately intending to provoke an atrocity against Albanian civilians,
so that they could use the international media to increase pressure for international
intervention on the side of the KLA.
e the mediaplaysapart in every conflict, either (asisthe case al too often)
fanning the fires or (as happens occasionally) easing tensions
o we have aresponsibility to understand our influence on events
o we need to look beyond the surface of events
o for thein the Kosovo case above: atrocities need to be reported, of
course, but we always need to ask ourselves:
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= |sthere more behind the events we see on the surface?
= Am being used by media-savvy actorsto promote the war
aims of any side?
2: editorial and journalistic decisions are never fully objective
e wetry to pretend that they are, but we al know better
e we should lose the assumption that “newsis news’, ie that newsis
“natural” and we are just following events
o EXAMPLE: In Rwanda, events on the ground initially seemed to
many international reportersto be ssimply “ethnic violence” and
“chaos’, but after atime, it became clear that an organised
genocide was taking place.
e looking deeper isasign of experienced professionalism
o thisisnot what we' d tell starting journalists, who might interpret it
asalicense for propagandising
o asexperienced journalists, we know we make decisions in what to
report and how to report it all the time
3: under standing therole and responsibility of journalistsin society
e Most journdlists believe that their jobs are important precisely because of
the influence the media can have.
o We cannot then turn around and at the same time say, “we don’t
have anything to do with this conflict”.
e Weknow that what we say matters to people’slives.
o We need to consider the professional and ethical ramifications of
our work at all timeswhen reporting on conflict.
e Sowe have aresponsibility
o not only to report properly,
o but also to take into account the impact of our own reports.
e Thisisnot revolutionary.
o Itissimply an acknowledgement of our rolein society.
What does this mean in practice?
What not to do is straightforward:

Thingsto avoid:
e avoid hate speech
e avoid incitement to violence
e avoid dehumanising language
o talk of “cockroaches’ leads to talk of “extermination”
o seeninevery conflict around the world
o easy to dip into that language when journalists feel “their” community is
under threat
But...
Does avoiding these things mean avoiding them both in your reporting and in
reporting the words of others?
The following class discussion exercise offers scenarios to help us to examine this
difficult question...
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Class discussion: Reporting conflict or assisting incitement?

Background: The Abedarians and the Cedaroons live together in a small mountainous
country. Tensions between the communities has increased in recent years,
primarily due to increasingly limited resources like arable land and access to clean
water. Unemployment is very high among young men in both communities, and a
few violent clashes have occurred between individual s of the two groups in the
streets of the capital.

Scenario one: At alarge public rally in the capital, a Cedaroon leader says that all
Abedarians are “vermin”.

You are ajournalist working for a national radio station. Do you report the
speech? If so, how? Is there a difference between hate speech and
incitement?

Scenario two: At ameeting of the cabinet, an Abedarian government minister calls
Queen Cedar, the 14™-century ruler considered the “mother of all Cedaroons’ by
the Cedaroon community, a*“whore”.

Do you report that particular comment? Does it depend on how the
comment was intended (as an insult, as ajoke, etc.)? How would it fit in
with the rest of your coverage of that cabinet meeting —would it form the
lead of your story?

Scenario three: An Abedarian leader makes a public speech to alarge crowd, calling on
all Abedarians to “eliminate the Cedaroon problem once and for all.”

What would be your radio station’ s approach to this speech?

Scenario four: In aprivate interview with you, a Cedaroon leader hands you alist of ten
ethnically Abedarian villages that he says should be “Cedarised” as soon as
possible. “Actually,” hetellsyou, “thisisonly ‘re-Cedarisation’, because these
villages have always been traditionally populated by Cedaroons.”

Asajournalist, how do you approach this interview? Do you report this
list and the names of the villages on it?

Scenario five: At aregular meeting of afew dozen Abedarian political party activistsin
one neighbourhood of the country’s second largest city, the members loudly
complain that because of increasing violence, their people do not feel safein the
streets, and that the police are too scared to protect them. The meeting agrees on a
motion they say is aimed at resolving this problem, declaring their neighbourhood
a " Cedaroon-free zone”, and agreeing to create “patrols’ to enforce that decision.

Isit important to report this threat of action, or should you wait to report
the actions themselves, ie wait to report the “patrols’ once they are
actually out on the strest, if they do?

The question in every case is one of journalistic ethics. If some individuals or leaders

make calls inciting people to murder or worse, and if the media help deliver that

incitement to awider audience, isn’t the media outlet an accessory to that incitement and
in some ways an accessory to the events that follow?

Other things to avoid: gore breeds gore

e asaTV outlet, don’t simply go for the goriest pictures
o haverespect for the victims on all sides
o understand the emotive power of such images and the further violence
they could spark
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e asaprint outlet, be careful not to fall into following the TV news:
o temptation isthere, of course, especially when 24-hour TV is so driven by
immediate drama
o but print needs to dig deeper
o provide broader contexts to the readers
o not simply continue the sensationalism of TV’s gore
But apart from that simple advice on what to avoid...
e What can journalists actively do to avoid being part of the problem, that is, part of
the machine that perpetuates and accel erates conflict?
e How can the media be part of peaceful resolution without “propagandising for
peace’?

Under standing conflict
e understand the roots of your conflict from all sides
o know the grievances of the various communities
o redisethat even perceived grievances are important influences on the
development of a conflict and its resolution
e understand conflict analysis and conflict resolution generally
o break out of the confines of your own conflict
= study outside conflicts
= study outside peace processes
= report on these during your conflict so your readers understand that
resolutions can and do happen
= comparisonsto other conflicts make you —you’ re your readers —
realise you're not alone
o understand “conflict” asafield of study
= read up on “peace studies’ and “ conflict analysis’
= build your understanding on the knowledge of others
= such knowledge can also help to cool tempers
= anditisonly logical: Would you undertake a report on a new
medical procedure without trying to understand — at least in some
rudimentary way — something about the human body works and
how the vaccine functions?
Conflict analysis:
o thisisathree-minute primer only
o conflict is not violence necessarily
o conflict is natural and common
o conflict is especially seen in situations where:
" resources are scarce
= power or wealth are unevenly distributed
= past grievances exist
= communities do not realise their interdependence
o Possible outcomes of conflict
= The classic example used to describe outcomesis an orange on a
tree.
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e Thetreeislocated in one garden, but the orange is hanging
from a branch that reaches into the neighbouring garden.

e Each neighbour believes he should have the orange.
The conflict has four possible outcomes:

OUTCOME

EXAMPLES

Onesidewins
a) might makes right
b) legal resolution

a) neighbours fight for the orange
b) property law determines who gets the orange
c) neighbours flip a coin over the orange

c) chance d) one gets the orange, but pays the other 5p

d) compensation

Withdrawal a) both parties turn their backs on the orange

a) walk away b) they destroy or give away the orange

b) elimination c) they put the orange in the freezer

c) delay

Compromise parties agree to cut the orange or squeeze it and
dividing theresource | sharethejuice

Transcendence cut the seeds out of the orange, plant them and start

innovative solutions

a plantation — new business, new income, more
resources
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o Generd rule:
= themore alternatives for resolution of aconflict, the less likely the
conflict will turn to violence
o Co-existing possibilities for resolution
= conflicts usually have competitive and co-operative approaches
e zero-sum endings pursued by some
e collaborative compromise pursued by others
= both sets of activities occurring simultaneously
= both need to be reported
o competitive approaches more likely when:
= thereare only two parties: looks like zero-sum game
= with two side, people only see victory/defeat
o co-operative approaches more likely when:
= more players (stakeholders) emerge or become visible
= more stakeholders means
e more possible combinations of interests
e more possible resolutions

EXAMPLE: Northern Ireland peace process: For years, it was “ Catholics vs Protestants’
simply, but the Good Friday Agreement that eventually emerged was a product of the
Irish government distancing itself somewhat from the republican movement and the
British government distancing itself from the hard-core Unionists. The moderate groups
of each side sparked the successful moves for peace.
o What is often aturning point in a conflict is when each side starts
criticising its“own”.
= that isusually an important breaking point leading toward
resolution
= again, because more possible regroupings open up
Under standing violence
e some research divides violence into three types
o direct violence: hitting, shooting, rape, etc.
o cultural violence (justifications and glorifications of violence):
= hate speech, xenophobia
= common legends of war and its heroes
=  “chosenness’ or abelief in group destiny
= feelings of persecution or minority status
= religiousjustifications for war (god is on our side)
o structura violence:
= gpartheid
= colonialism/occupation
= excessive material inequality
o clearly these feed on each other and drive violence from one side to the other
e visibleand invisible effects of violence
o visible thekilled, wounded, raped, tortured and displaced
o invisible (from bereavement or mistreatment after the visible):
= hatred and xenophobia
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= desirefromrevenge
= re-enforcement of cultural violence, those justifications and
glorifications of violence on both sides
» |essinterest in co-operative solutions
Covering indigenous conflict
e obtaining journalistic balance means:
o not only presenting the views of “both sides”
o but aso looking beyond “100%” descriptions of the actorsin a conflict
= nosideinany conflict is ever completely united in a 100% pro-war
bloc
= to present aconflict properly, you need to uncover all groups and
sub-groupsin al sides
e aggressive approach to balance naturally assists peaceful resolution
o presenting the widest range of viewsis aprofessional duty
o and smply by actively maintaining such professiona balance, you
actually assist peace
o remember what we know about conflict:
* more sides means...
= more complexity, means...
= more possible combinations of efforts to achieve peace
= because new political formations are possible apart from the 100%
framework of “us-them”
o thejournalist needs only to do her job properly
» |t'snothing special.
= |t’snot propaganda.
e Your first look might be the extremistsmoderates angle of your own sidein a
conflict
o extremiststoo often grab al the headlines
o moderates are usually in the overwhelming majority on the ground but
receive less coverage
o if that’syour coverage as ajournalist, you're not offering an accurate
reflection of reality
o am to represent the relative weights of actors and opinions truthfully
o again, that’s only the journalist doing hisjob properly

Specific tools
looking at the structure and content of your news gathering and reporting
Structural:
e develop systems for regular news and information exchange between
communitiesin conflict
e these caninclude:
o Structure 1: co-operation between news outlets
= regular meetings of editors (media council)
e compare outputs
e professionally critique output of both sides
e start with each side criticising its own media



e meetings of leading editors can be publicised asastepin an
overall reconciliation process

EXAMPLE from IWPR: two editors meet in Macedonia
Against a background of war and very strong media polarisation, two editors, one ethnic
Macedonian, one Albanian, entered into bitter quarrel, both openly pushing for military
solutions.
They accepted IWPR’ s invitation to an open debate, which was then published locally in
both languages.
Both editors noticeably cooled down, suggesting negotiation, not war.
A series of similar initiatives kept that spirit alive.
Thisisasimple way to bridge the gaps that exist when two language media create a gulf
between populations sharing the same physical space but living in different media worlds
nonethel ess.

Co-publishing and republishing each others' articles, each side paying for its own
tranglation, this must be a system with, dedicated space in each outlet (a“from the other
side” page), dedicated trandlators etc., aregular review by editors. Stories chosen should
reflect the real fears and opinions of the other side, be careful not to inflame or incite
further conflict, join together some journalists from several outlets for anew publication,
brings two media cultures together, bilingual publication if necessary

EXAMPLE from IWPR: Panorama

Panorama is a monthly newspaper for the Caucasus. The first 16-page issue came out in
March 2003.

Panorama aims to cover events across the whole of the Caucasus, but its central focus
will be on Georgia and especially on Abkhazia, the breakaway region on the Black Sea.
Since the Georgian-Abkhaz war ended in 1993, communication has been difficult
between the two populations on either side of the conflict divide and they still have far
too little information about each other.

Most of the journalists working for Panorama are young Abkhaz and Georgians, who will
become the next generation of writing professionalsin their homelands.

The paper isthe product of a unigue collaboration. It is one newspaper in terms of its
articles and photographs, but it is coming out in two languages, Georgian and Russian,
and it has three co-editors, IWPR Georgia Coordinator Margarita Akhvlediani in Thilis,
Inal Khashig in Sukhum, Abkhazia and IWPR Caucasus Project Coordinator Tom de
Waal in London. They are supported by training workshops and issue-led roundtable
meetings.

Panoramaisajoint initiative of the British non-governmental organizations Conciliation
Resources and IWPR, funded by a grant from the British government. The US Embassy
in Thilisi also gave a one-off grant to pay for equipment.

o Structure2: cross-community investigations and cross-community
reporting teams
o using journalists from both sides in an investigation into topics of mutual
interest:
= corruption
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= gpecific property claims of both communities
= human rights
= deliberately make teams of journalists cover one issue, one from
each side
e redly just good reporting
o alowsfor more balanced stories
o dlowsfor better access to more sources

Macedonia example: journalists from the Macedonian-language media could not
interview Albanian rebel leaders during the conflict. Albanian journalists could.

Content:

Like structural issues in the media, elements of content are a key factor in the specific
tools peace reporting.
Content 1: Story selection

START WITH EXAMPLE: In one weekend in May, several events happened.
There were five suicide bombings in three days, killing nine Isragli citizens
and wounding dozens of others;
Israeli security forces sealed off many Palestinian towns, which means
thousands of Palestinians could not get to their work;
Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon met, agreeing to hold further talksin future.
So, imagine you' re the editor of a daily newspaper: which story should get the
top headline on the front page of Monday’ s paper?

against a background of daily violence, amajor effort at peace is actually

the bigger story

o Doesyour answer to the EXAMPLE question above change if you are
given the following information:

e The meeting between Abbas and Sharon was the first face-to-face
talks between top Palestinian and Israeli leadersin two and a half
years.

reporting resources are always limited, so you cannot cover everything

o every editoria office makes choices of where to send reporters

o every journalist makes choices as to where to point his microphone or
camera

o let’s be honest with ourselves: essentially, these are subjective
decisions

always expand the number of angles for your coverage of the conflict

thisis ssimply good story selection and good reporting

Content 2: Word choice:

find neutral, non-pejorative terms that avoid taking sides:
even “terrorists’ or “freedom fighters’ are loaded terms
o use“armed fighters’, “insurgents’, “rebels’ or “guerrillas’
requires active editorial hand and editorial mentoring of journalists
o agood editor can cool hot tempers of excited reporters on the
scene
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EXAMPLE from IWPR: Bittola case

After Macedonian soldiers are killed, a protest and riot develops in the town of Bitola,
Macedonia, May 2001. There is destruction and burning of Albanian shops.

A local Macedonian journalist, writing for IWPR, tried to justify rampage in his report.
He had not interviewed Albanian shop keepers at all.

A series of exchanges with an IWPR editor/mentor provided on-the-job training,
challenging the journalist to view the event from different prospective. He went back and
interviewed victims of the rioting.

Such acourseis abit more labour-intensive: it takes time and effort to convince reporters
to redo interviews and rewrite reports. But the better quality journalism that resultsis
worth it.

The final, balanced article on the incident from IWPR was republished in local media,
and somewhat surprisingly, Albanian media published this report from a Macedonian
journalist.

Thiswas not a*“ propaganda for peace” effort; it was just good, balanced reporting.
Talking to more sourcesis simply journalistic professionalism.

The result of the article and its republishing locally was a calming of inter-ethnic
tensions.

Content 3: framing the conflict
o avoid the short-cut terminology of weak reporting:
= avoid them-us definitions of a conflict
= if the Situation is complex, be fair to your reader and let her know it is
complex
= awaysexplain the multiplicity of partiesinvolved, not the ssmplistic “A vs B”
framework
= don't let belligerents define a conflict for you
o avoid the inaccurate terms international media use even when trying to appear
balanced:
= “ethnic hatred”
= “ancient conflicts’
= “perpetua war’

EXAMPLE FOR DISCUSSION: Middle East:

Israel saysit will not negotiate with Palestinian Authority until suicide bombings stop.
Thislogic assumes all Palestinians speak with one voice and makes clear that atiny
minority of violent extremists can prevent the peace process from moving forward.

By reporting this argument unquestioningly, ajournalist simply promotes the particul ar
framing of the conflict of those trying to block a peaceful solution.

By framing it more realistically, however, that is, by examining the issue of factions
among the Palestinians, you undercut the arguments of those establishing obstacles to the
peace process.

Such an approach is not taking sides; it is simply not allowing yourself to be used as a
propaganda instrument of one side or the other. And, of course, it is clearly amore
accurate reporting of the reality on the ground, which is not simply extremists and anti-
resolution parties all around.
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Content 4: report on human rightsviolationson all sides
o alowsfor balance as human rights are universal
= not based on ethnicity or political beliefs
= applies same rules and standards on all sides
o emphasises human suffering
= showing what unites people rather than what separates them
o showsthe lose-lose nature of violence

Content 5: report real people as often aspossible
o not just experts and leaders
o show the damage doneto al partiesin violence
= how no oneiswinning by the continuation of open violence
o report real voices people (on all sides) can relate to
o thiseven works with those who have perpetrated violence but now regret it
= their regret helpsto heal old woundsin society

EXAMPLE from IWPR: Vukovar 10 years after
IWPR commissioned areport dealing with the destruction of VVukovar, Croatia, on tenth
anniversary of the relentless shelling of that city in the Yugoslav wars of succession.
It was one of thefirst collaborative projects between Serbian and Croatian journalists
dealing with a sensitive issue. It also introduced new sources that hadn’t been heard
before: notably Serb army reservists.
The final article was published in newspapers across the region and attracted great media
attention. It had multiple impacts:
e |t raised questions about Belgrade' s responsibility for the destruction
of Vukovar and war crimes there.
e |t showed that official Belgrade blackout on Vukovar is preventing
justice and extradition of war crimes suspects.
e Croatians heard remorse of Yugoslav army reservists for the first time:
some healing could occur.
e |t wasan important step for normalisation of relations between these
two countries, ongoing at that time.
Content 6: Under stand resolution efforts generally and specifically and report them:
o openly discussin your media outlet the resolution efforts of outside conflicts
o report on the splits and factions within all warring parties at home
= these groups should not be presented as monolithic unquestionable
authorities
= all groups and alliances have sub-groups and differences of opinion
= those complexities need to be discussed, because the splits often hold
the seeds of the eventual resolution
Conclusions:
e These recommendations are really just good reporting
e Review Handout 1

HANDOUT 1: Guidelines for peace reporting: six duties
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Duty to understand conflict:

e We have an obligation to study and understand conflict and conflict resolution
generally before reporting on it.

e We should understand how conflicts develop and how resolutions can emerge;
we should know about the "rules of war" as well as something about peace
studies and the evolution of resolutions.

e Thisisthe same with any specialised or “beat” reporting.

o Wewould never report on medical issues, for example, without trying
to understand and reading up on the science and technology of it at
least alittle.

o Why should conflict and conflict resolution be any different?

Duty to report fairly:

e We have an obligation to report on the conflict fairly and in a balanced way.

o Wemust make every effort to report the complexities and opinions of
all factions and sub-factions in a conflict.

o We should always make our own allegiances clear. Asjournalists, we
must let the reader know where we stand if we are on any one side.

e Again, thisistrue of any type of reporting journalists do.

Duty to report background and causes of conflicts:

o We should accurately represent both the legitimate and perceived grievances
of all parties.

e We must remember, and remind our readers, that even perceived grievances
are important to perpetuating and resolving conflicts.

Duty to present the human side:

e We have an obligation to represent their trauma and the human stories of all
the conflict’ s victims in a balanced, professional and non-exploitative manner.

e Thisisan obligation we have not only to those people we are reporting on but
also to our readers.

1. Duty toreport on peace efforts:

e We should report on the efforts of those working on peace and reconciliation
every bit as much as those who exacerbate the conflict.

e We should actively seek out sources outside the primary belligerents,
especially those who break from simplistic, bipolar interpretation of events.
This expands our understanding and our readers' understanding of the
conflict.

e Thisdoes not mean taking sides or “propagandising for peace’; it simply
means reporting on peace efforts as well as war efforts.

2. Duty torecognise our influence:

e We should always be aware that our reporting will affect the conflict and the
lives of peopleinit.

e We should be ever vigilant to avoid being used by one side or the other in
their war efforts and to expose those attempts at media manipulation if so
found.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
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“Broadcasting Genocide: Censor ship, Propaganda & State-Sponsored Violencein
Rwanda (1990-1994)”

A book by the press freedom group Article 19, discussing the role of Radio Television
Libre des Mille Collines (RTLM) in the massacre. A quick overview of the book’s
findings can be read here:
http://www.reliefweb.int/w/rwhb.nsf/0/344278ebf691bbbbc12563d90032329f ?OpenDocu
ment

Conciliation Resour ces

http://www.c-r.org/

an international resource for local organisations pursuing peacebuilding and conflict
resolution initiatives. Their principal objective isto support the sustained activities of
those working at community or national levelsto prevent or transform armed conflict into
opportunities for social, political and economic development based on more just
relationships. They publish “Accord”, a magazine examining peace initiatives worldwide.
The Conflict, Development and Peace Networ k

http://www.codep.org.uk/

CODEP aimsto reduce violent conflict and support those worst affected by it through the
improvement of policy and practice in conflict, development and peace work carried out
by UK NGOs, academic institutions, consultants and government departments.

Crimes of War Project

http://www.crimesofwar.org/

acollaboration of journalists, lawyers and scholars dedicated to raising public awareness
of the laws of war and their application to situations of conflict. Our goal isto promote
understanding of international humanitarian law among journalists, policymakers, and the
general public, in the belief that awider knowledge of the legal framework governing
armed conflict will lead to greater pressure to prevent breaches of the law, and to punish
those who commit them.

European Centrefor Conflict Prevention and Transformation
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/

an independent non-governmental organisation based in the Netherlands. Its mission isto
contribute to prevention and resolution of violent conflictsin the world, like in Kosovo
and Rwanda.

I nter national Peace Resear ch Institute, Oslo

http://www.prio.no/

PRIO is an independent research institute that is international in terms of staff, audience
and perspective.

Oxford Research Group (ORG)

an independent team of researchers and support staff established in 1982 to develop
effective methods for people to bring about positive change on issues of global and local
security. Publish “War Prevention Works’ book of case studies in successful peace-
building.

http://www.oxfordresearchgroup.org.uk

Reflecting on Peace Practice Proj ect

http://www.cdainc.com/rpp/rpp-index.htm

A Collaborative Learning Project of Agencies Involved in Working on Conflict
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The Reflecting on Peace Practice Project (RPP) is an experience-based learning process
that involves agencies whose programs attempt to prevent or mitigate violent conflict.
Reporting theWorld

http://www.reportingtheworld.org

A series of events, publications and discussions about issues of representation and
responsibility in international news. The RtW book is particularly useful, though
generally, RtW looks at Western coverage of foreign conflicts and its influence on
international interventions.

Responding to Conflict (RTC)

http://www.respond.org

An international, not-for-profit agency, based in Birmingham (UK). RTC provides
advice, cross-cultural training and longer-term support to people working for peace,
development, rights and humanitarian assistance in societies affected or threatened by
violent conflict.

Transcend (Peace University)

http://www.transcend.org

A variety of resources, including some peace-building analyses by Prof. Johan Galtung
and interesting articles on peace journalism at: http://www.transcend.org/journ.htm
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News Clips

[Front page news on Samadhan National Daily, issued
training to journalists on Peace journalism’

from Pokhara: ‘ Capacity building
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Name Organization Remarks
1. Achyut Acharya National Human Rights Trainer
Commission
2. Amri Bhattarai HimChuli FM Trainee
3. Baburam Khural Kantipur Post Trainee
4. BindaRanaMagar | Nepa Tarun Da Trainee
5. Binod Prasad Sudent Leader Trainee
Lamichhane
6. Bishnu Chhetri Syngja Trainee
7. Bishnu Hari Dhakal | Chairman of Broadcasting | Guest
Association of Nepal
8. Dol Rg Kafle Vice Chair, Subaltern Trainer
Forum
9. Gangadhar Pargjuli | Federation of Nepalese Trainer
Journalist
10. GovindaKoirala Clicksnepal Trainee
11. Hemraj Baral Radio Nepal Trainee
12. Hom Lamsal Nepal Press Union Trainer
13. Jamuna Shrestha Nepal Tarun Dal Trainee
14. Kamal Poudel Pokhara Hotline Daily Trainee
15. Kamal Sigdel The Kathmandu Post Trainer
16. Koshrg] Koirala Republica Daily Trainee
17. KrishnaGC Unified CPN (Maoist) Guest
18. Lasmi Prasad Pokhara X1 Participant
Poudel
19. Laxmi Giri Himchuli FM Trainee
20. Laxmi Prasad Annapurna Daily Trainee
Poudel
21. Madan Raj Poudel JMCN Trainee
22. Madhav Regmi Golden Eye TV Trainee
23. Madhav Sharma Pokhara Hotline Trainee
24. Mahadev Gurung Former State Minister Guest
25. MahendraBahadur | IMCN Trainee
Bhattarai
26. Manoj Ghartimagar | Radio Annapurna& ABC Trainee
TV
27. Menaka Pokhrel Simant Awgj, fortnightly Trainee
28. Minu Gurung Himchuli FM Trainee
29. Mukunda Bastola Fulbari, Pokhara Trainee
30. Mukunda Gawali Annapurna Radio Trainee
31. Naramaya Rasaili Radio Gandaki Trainee
32. Nawarg] Subedi Press Chautari Guest
33. Nawarg Tripathi Machhapuchhhre FM Trainee
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34. Om Kar Thapa Sayapatri FM, Baglung Trainee
35. Pawan Bahadur Nepal Human Rights Speaker
Commission

36. Pawan Nepa Nepal Bidharthi Sangh Participant

37. Prabin Pokhrel Radio Nepal Trainee

38. Prakash Adhikari Nepal Television, Trainee

Sagarmath Television

39. Prakash Chandra Aadarsa Samgj Daily Trainee
Sapkota

40. Prakash Chandra Hemja, Pokhara Trainee
Tripathi

41. Pushpa Jyoti CPN-UML, Kashki Guest
Dhungana

42. RabinaAle Radio Tarang Trainee

43. Nepali Congress Guest
Rishi Kaphle

44. Risiram Kaphle Loca Community Leader Trainee

45. Rita Gurung Radio Barahi Trainee

46. Rupa Adhikari Radio Madan Trainee

47. Sagar Ra] Timilsena | Avenuse TV Trainee

48. Samip Gaire Nepal Bidharthi Sangh Trainee

49. Sandhya Bhattarai Machhapuchere FM Trainee

50. Shankar Dhungar Nepal Tarun Dal Guest

51. Shiv Prasad Sharma | Radio Barahi Trainee

52. Sobha Poudel Nepal K Samachar Trainee

53. Soviet B Adhikari Vice Chair, Nepali Guest

Congress, Kashki

54. Suren K Sushil Sarangkot FM, GI TV Trainee

55. SuvarnaKC Nepal Bidhatriti Sangh Trainee

56. Tanka Adhikari Samacharpatra Nepal Trainee

57. Tanka Prasad Samadhan Daily Trainee
Bangdel

58. Tara Nath Ranabhat | Former Speaker of House Chief Guest

59. Tek Nath Bard Human Rights Activist Speaker

60. Thakur Prasad Pokhara Awaj Daily Trainee
Bastakoti

61. Uddav Sigdyal Subaltern Forum Trainee

62. Vishnu Chhetri VC, NBS Trainee

Report from Training Evaluation
(A brief one page evaluation, containing following questions was supplied to participants
requesting their response. The following is the complied report of the evaluation.)

Q: How effecting was the training in enhancing your understanding of peace journalism?
Highly Effective: 80%



Effective: 20%
Slightly Effective: 0%
Not effective: 0%

Q: Which session was most fruitful to you?

ALL (PJand Transitional Justice, PJand Human Rights, PJ and Nepalese Media, PJ and
Technical Writing Skills and Follow up)

(Participants liked al presentations including the deliverations from distinguist guests
and experts, however they stressed on the regular follow up activities and a platform to
share their experience on reporting conflict issues. They also stressed that without the
state ending the culture of impunity they cannot report correctly and factually.)

Q: Do you think after the training your way of reporting in the past had sometimes
contributed to conflict than peace due to insensitivity of peace journalism issues?
Yes: 100%

No: 0%

Q: Would you be able to implimnet the peace journalism in your future reporting?
Yes. 30%

I will try: 60%

| am not sure: 10%

Q: How much the commercialism in your media house affects your effort to promote
peace journalism approach?

Moist of the times. 80%

Sometimes: 20%

Never: 0

Q: What is the mgjor obstacle in practicing peace journalism?

Rising commercialism in media (provocative news sells): 24%

Lack of Social Corporate Responsibiliy: 8%

Lack of understanding/awareness on Peace Journalism (Training): 68%
Conflict instinct in human/readers’ psychology: 0%

Q: What is your suggestion, if any?

The organizer should give continuity to this program as a campaign and incorporate the
journalists mainly from far-western Nepal which is still the most conflict-affected area.
There should be such discussions, trainings and sharing programs among journalists
activein different part of the country. May be we could better learn from journalists who
have worked for long in conflict hit South Asian countries such as Sri Lankan, India,
Pakistani, Afgan and others. Such training should aso be given to the corporate owners
of media houses so that they would also know peace journalism also sells more than
provocative and traditional journalism. Some presentations were too long and that
becomes sometimes less interesting. Use of video and more visual aspects should be used
in training. Fewer journalists showed up from the cetral Kathmandu, which is the hub of
the media. It seemed, the training was more focused on broadcast journalist then print
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journalists, which should not have been done. The organizer gave us short time period to
arrive at the training district and the ongoing general strikes by ethnic minoritiesin
different parts of the courtny created serious problems for participants, which the
organizer should have better planned. Such programs should have been organized in the
backward areas, especially in the Far-West where there is the real need because the
journalists there do not have access to any such programs as compared to journalists
working in city areas. Materials provided in the trainings are worth reading and
compiling.
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Photo Clips
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Figure 1-The prestine and enchanting Mt. Annapurna, one of the top ten heighest mountainsin the
world, which isvisible from thetraining venue in Pokhara.
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Figure 3 -Thebeautiful lake outside thetraining venue, Fewa Lakein a shiny day.



Figure 4-The beautiful lake outside the training venue, Fewa L ake, in a shiny and blue sky day, a
studio pic.

[For details please contact:]
KR Sigdel

Subaltern Forum

POB 8978 CPC 58
Anamnagar, Kathmandu
Tel: +977 9842 322984
+977 012333224
subalternforum@gmail.com
mail @simant.co.cc
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